Dennis P. McHugh Piermont Library 
Board Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, July 15, 7:00 PM
(In person and via Zoom at the Library)

Present: Len Hunt, Anne O’Brien, Victoria Panetis, Tina Roeder, Kelly Ruby, Shauna Wennerod, and Usha Wright

Via Zoom: Ed Stanford

Also Present:  Alex Tretiak, Library Director

Absent: Sara Tucker

A quorum was present in person. 

I. CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 7:09pm by Victoria Panetis.

II. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
Len Hunt moved to approve the minutes of the June 10 meeting. Seconded by Tina Roeder. The motion was adopted unanimously.

III. PUBLIC EXPRESSION 
None.

IV. LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Highlights from the report include the following:
· The Library closed early on Thursday, June 4 due to a water line issue that impacted several blocks in Piermont. The issue was resolved, and the Library reopened for regular hours the next day.
· Our Book Sale kicked off on May 31 and continued through the beginning of June. The Library raised a total of $714 in book sales, plus $143 in merchandise sales. We received many wonderful book donations from the community, including a donation of 200+ books from Lara Greenberg in honor of her mother, Barbara E. Levy.
· The Art Show of the Month featured artwork from Alexis’ Spring Youth Art Classes. The reception drew 125 attendees, who appreciated the students’ striking pieces inspired by styles of the Silk Road.
· The Piermont Writing Group met three times this month, welcoming returning participants and new members, with a total of 13 attendees. The writers are working on novels, memoirs, and personal reflections.
· Beginner Mah Jongg classes with Linda Gottlieb wrapped up in mid-June, with 13 attendees for the month.
· Create and Sip was filled to capacity again, with 19 artists creating pieces inspired by Chinese silk.
· The Library celebrated Juneteenth in partnership with St. Charles AME Zion Church. The event, which drew roughly 50 attendees, took place outside in front of the Library and featured several speakers, including Rev. Dr. Brandon D. McLauchlin, who presented an inspiring speech honoring Juneteenth.
· Summer Reading kicked off on June 24th with a Might Five shared program, Dino Discovery! There were 120 attendees in total among the five participating libraries.
· M&T Bank concluded their parking lot improvement in June. They have agreed to replace the plantings on Library property that were removed and to improve the pathway between the Library and the bank. This work is expected to be done in July. The damaged sprinkler head was replaced, and new grass has been planted over the area that had been dug up.
· The Construction Aid Grant is in process and will be submitted by the August 1 deadline for review by RCLS.
· We created an Adult Graphic Novel section by recataloguing several Teen Graphic Novels and purchasing some additional graphic novels to fill out the section more.
· In celebration of America 250, we purchased several seminal American History books (mainly about the revolutionary era) to fill in some gaps in our Adult collection and to expand offerings on the topic. We also purchased several Children’s books on the topic and have provided Summer Reading incentives for children who check out American Revolution-themed books this summer.

V. TREASURER’S REPORT
A. Monthly Report: Reported by Victoria Panetis. Posted on the Library website.
B. Claim Sheet: Kelly Ruby moved to approve the June claim sheet. Seconded by Anne O’Brien. Usha Wright abstained. The motion was adopted.

VI. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
None

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. Building & Grounds Committee (reported by Len Hunt)
Len Hunt reported that the construction at M&T Bank is completed.

B. Policy Committee (reported by Shauna Wennerod)
A proposed Photography and Video/Audio Policy was submitted to the Board for a first reading. 

C. Strategic Planning Committee (reported by Alex Tretiak)
Alex asked that Board members inform him when we will be out of town so he can create a schedule.


VIII. OLD BUSINESS 
None.

IX. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Len Hunt moved to approve the assurances form for the 2026 Construction Aid Grant application. Seconded by Kelly Ruby. The motion passed unanimously.
B. Shauna Wennerod moved to approve the revised Patron Code of Conduct Policy, with the amendment of adding specific language to refer to the “Photography and Audio/Video Policy” in Section IV, #6e. Seconded by Tina Roeder. The motion passed unanimously.
C. Shauna Wennerod moved to submit a proposed Photography and Audio/Video Policy for a first reading as required. Seconded by Anne O’Brien. The motion passed unanimously.
A proposed Photography and Video/Audio Policy was submitted to the Board for a first reading. 


X. EXECUTIVE SESSION
A. Victoria Panetis moved to go into Executive Session to discuss the employment history of a particular person. Seconded by Shauna Wennerod. The motion passed unanimously.
B. Anne O’Brien moved to return to regular session. Seconded by Len Hunt. The motion passed unanimously.

XI. ADJOURNMENT 
Anne O’Brien moved to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Victoria Panetis. The motion was adopted unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 9:03pm.
